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State or by the General Government, there is seldom, if ever, any provis- 
ion made for that small class of the community which consists of men who 
would be glad to obtain the books by paying for them in current coin. 
There is money spent like water for publishing public documents ; they 
are given away to persons who do not even ask for them ; yet no 
public library ever has a complete set of them, and no individual can 
get them even by paying for them. 



2. — Abridgment of the United States Debates of Congress, from 1789 
to 1856. By the Author of the Thirty Years' View. Vols. I. and 
II. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1857. 8vo. pp. 802, 772. 

Here is another republication of original documents. The venera- 
ble editor, one of the few working men among our statesmen, compiles 
from the immense series of Congressional discussions such parts as 
seem to him to deserve preservation. A complete set of the originals 
is now a great rarity, enormously bulky, and very costly. By omitting 
merely formal records, virtual duplicates of speeches, unimportant lists 
of yeas and nays, and reports of the " morning hour," Mr. Benton 
saves so much space that he expects in sixteen volumes to give, with- 
out even tampering with the language of speeches, all that any student 
can require of Congressional discussions from the beginning of the 
Federal Constitution to the present time. 

The first two of these volumes are before us. There was doubtless less 
talking for Buncombe then than there is now. That is an evil which 
grows, in all legislative bodies, with the fulnesss of the reports. The 
early reporters were apt to omit stupid speeches, and there was there- 
fore the less temptation to make them. Whether there was more terse- 
ness, more coherency of thought, more definiteness of aim, among 
those early statesmen than there is among our politicians, may be an 
open question ; but in the severe brevity of the reports of that day 
they certainly come down to posterity in far more respectable costume 
than the garrulous, and often frivolous, language of the full reports 
now in fashion. 

The endeavor to abridge debate by secret sessions on the one hand, 
and by full reports published at government expense on the other, has 
now been fairly made by our government. Neither process has been 
very eifective. We are disposed to hope that the statute under which 
the new Congress comes into existence, by which each member is paid 
an annual salary, fixed in amount whether sessions be short or long, 
will have more efficacy. We believe that a majority of Congress would 
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always prefer work to talk. Let this majority be reinforced, as it will 
be now, by the fraction, not insignificant though not large, of members 
who will prefer to earn their salary by a short session instead of a long 
one, and the chance of successful effort by the workers to keep the 
mere talkers in check will be materially enhanced. We regard the 
new system of compensation as a measure to be not only justified, 
but praised, as, on considerations of the highest policy, a measure 
of much more importance and value than has generally been sup- 
posed. 

Mr. Benton's work in the volume before us is admirably done, and 
it gives the best promise for the remainder of the series. 



3. — Poems, Original and Translated. By William W. Caldwell. 
Boston : James Munroe & Co. 1857. 

We should be unjust to a little volume which has given us unusual 
pleasure, if we did not demand for it that attention which volumes of 
poetry in our day so seldom gain. Mr. Caldwell brings together here 
a collection of poems, written evidently under many different phases 
of feeling, and showing, not only an easy command of language, but 
delicate taste, a quick and accurate sense of the beauties of nature, 
very charming home affections, and the fancy which melts and min- 
gles all these elements into poetry. There are some admirable trans- 
lations from the German, which make a part of the volume. The 
lyric poems have especially pleased us, for they really seem to belong 
to the very limited class of modern lyrics that can be sung. 



4. — The Sultan and his People. By C. Oscanyan, of Constantino- 
ple. New York: Derby and Jackson. 1857. 12mo. pp.446. 

The high-flown and hyperbolical style of Mr. Oscanyan's disserta- 
tions and descriptions indicates his Oriental parentage. His literary 
mother is the University of New York, but it is to be hoped that his 
English is not altogether the fruit and issue of her training. It is the 
language of a college sophomore. 

But the book is entertaining, and has real merit. It gives an excel- 
lent picture of the characteristic features of Turkish life, religion, gov- 
ernment, education, fashions, and social relations. An Armenian him- 
self, Mr. Oscanyan of course represents his brethren of that race as 
favorably as possible, tracing their pedigree down from a fabulous an- 
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